


Figure 4.4 Thalanyji Native Title Determination Area and Other Claim Areas
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4.2.2 Activities at Onslow

Onslow is the key coastal township in the Ashburton area. Onslow has a permanent resident population of 
approximately 580 people, with the population swelling to over 1000 persons in total when fly-in-fly-out 
workers and visitors are counted. Many residents, both permanent and semi-permanent use the coastal and 
marine environment for recreational and commercial activities. The commercial use of OnslowÕs marine and 
coastal environment commenced in the 1880s with facilities developed to support basic shipping activities 
related to the inland agricultural activities. Onslow also quickly became a home-port  for pearling luggers, 
which operated in the nearby Exmouth gulf. Since this time the port function of the town has developed to 
support growth in the fishing and resources sectors. 

The resources sector is a major employer in Onslow, with salt production being a core activity. Salt is 
produced near the Onslow township by Onslow Salt Pty Ltd. Many of Onslow SaltÕs employees are residents 
of Onslow (rather than fly-in-fly-out  workers). Onslow Salt  has a capacity of 2.5 million tonnes per annum, 
exporting (the product) to Korea, Japan, Indonesia, Taiwan and the PeopleÕs Republic of China. The capacity 
of Onslow SaltÕs operations is expected to expand to approximately six million tonnes if proposed extensions 
are developed. Onslow Salt  constructed facilities to support export of their product  10 kilometres west of 
Beadon Point. Facilities include a jetty and loading platform and a 10 kilometre channel (to a depth of -6.5 
metres AHD). 

Offshore from Onslow there are a number of productive oil and gas fields including the Griffin, Chinook and 
Scinian fields. These are located approximately 70 kilometres north of Onslow. Processing of the gas from 
these fields takes place at the Griffin gas plant (an on-shore plant), located 30 kilometres south of Onslow. 
The Roller/Skate field, operated by Chevron, is located 20 kilometres to the north-west of Onslow. Gas and 
oil from this field is conditioned and compressed at  a plant  located on the north-east  portion of Thevenard 
Island. 
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