


Brisbane (1.6%) and Melbourne (1.6%) (ABS, 2007). Of those who moved to the Central region most tended
to come from regional Western Australia (40%) and Perth (39%). New residents were also drawn from
Queensland (3.2%) and regional New South Wales (2.3%) (ABS, 2007).

Between 1996 and 2006 the median age in Carnarvon increased from 38 years to 44 years (ABS, 2007). An
increasing proportion of young people leaving for education, lifestyle and employment opportunities and an
increasing number of older people locating to Carnarvon for employment and lifestyle opportunities have
influenced this ageing trend. Figure 2.2 illustrates the ageing trends in Carnarvon between 1996 and 2006.

12.5% of CarnarvonOs population identified as Indigenous Australians in 2006. In the decade from 1996 the
total number of Indigenous people in Carnarvon declined, as did the percentage of Indigenous people in the
population. In 1996, 14.5% of the population identified as Indigenous Australian. Figure 2.3 shows that
much of the decrease in population occurred for the age group(s) 14 to 34. This trend was driven by an
increase in the outmigration of Indigenous people aged between 14 and 34.

Figure 2.2 Ageing Trends in Carnarvon Between 1996 and 2006
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Figure 2.4 Popular Recreational and Commercial Fishing Locations
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The Carnarvon coastline also contains a number of sites of significant cultural value. Figure 2.5 illustrates
the locations of registered sites of Indigenous value. It is also noted that traditional Indigenous owners value
many parts of the marine and coastal environment that are not site specific. Indeed, in 1997 the Yamati
Marlpa Barna Baba Maaja Aborigninal Corporation lodged an application for native title including the
Carnarvon coastal area (as shown in Figure 2.5). This native title claim has yet to be determined. In terms of
non-Indigenous cultural and heritage values of the Carnarvon coastal environment, the One Mile Jetty is a
recognised significant site. Interview participants suggested that there are many others, including pastoral
station homesteads, which have not been formally recognised.
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