Chapter One: Introduction

1.1 Introduction

The Rangeland’s marine and coastal environment provides significant economic, social and cultural value to
the region. It is home to the Shark Bay World Heritage Area, the World Heritage nominated Ningaloo Marine
Park, some of Western Australia’s largest commercial fisheries and infrastructure that is critical to the
operations of the region’s mining industry. The coastal environment incorporates major estuaries, karst
landforms, dune systems and beaches. The coastal and marine environments are also of special significance
to Indigenous communities.

The task of managing the marine and coastal environment (within the boundary of the State of Western
Australia) falls to a number of Western Australia State Government agencies. These include:

. The Department of Local Government and Regional Development

. The Department of Environment and Conservation

. The Department of Fisheries

. The Department of Minerals and Petroleum (formerly the Department of Industry and Resources)
. The Department of Planning and Infrastructure

. The Western Australian Planning Commission

. Local Governments in the region also have a core role in managing the coastal environment.

Together with these government agencies, the Rangelands NRM Coordinating Group (here after Rangelands
WA) has a crucial role in the management of the Region’s coastal and marine environments. Rangelands WA
iS a non-government organisation concerned with enabling the delivery of the Australian Government's
natural resource management initiatives, programmes and policies. The overarching purpose of Rangelands
WA is to identify and facilitate effective partnerships for the sustainable management of the region’s ‘natural
heritage’. The marine and coastal programme focuses on the area’s extensive and diverse coastal and marine
environment (as shown in Figure 1.1).

Over recent years, the Rangelands coastal and marine area has attracted an increase in investment in researc
projects designed to support natural resource management. Investment supporting the development of
management plans for the assets of the Rangelands coastal and marine environment has also increased. As o
December 2008, there were in excess of 40 plans concerning human activities within the region.

Given the coverage of natural resource management provided through existing management plans, when
considering future research, monitoring or remediation projects, it is first necessary to identify what
limitations or ‘gaps’ exist within existing management and research frameworks.

Determining the nature of limitations or ‘gaps’ is problematic. For example, various agencies, organisations
and community groups generally represent a specific set of interests that invariably influence their
understanding of limitations and gaps. In determining the nature of limitations or ‘gaps’ within current
management and research frameworks, this study recognises two key factors. These are:

¥ Many of the management activities undertaken in the Rangelands region involve the voluntary efforts
of the individuals who use the environment. As such, ongoing management efforts and research
projects must consider the priorities and perceptions of users.

¥ Individuals who frequently visit (and use) the marine and coastal environment are well positioned to
observe how recent regulations, infrastructure developments and demographic changes have
influenced the uses of the marine and coastal environment, and thereby identify priority limitations or
gaps within existing management frameworks.

This study provides critical background information for directing the development of future management
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Figure 1.2 Statistical Local Areas Covered in this Report
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